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Losing Focus: Medical Homes as a Distraction from t he Goal of 
Consumer Empowerment �
Report suggests that dusting off a decades-old concept may not be answer to 
health care’s woes 
 
(WICHITA) – Is a medical home something you deserve? That’s exactly what some health care advocates 
are telling policymakers in Topeka and Washington. But what exactly is a “medical home?”  
 
A medical home is a concept originally developed in the late 1960s by the American Academy of Pediatrics 
to describe a central place for storing a child’s medical records. In recent years, though, a number of other 
organizations have taken to using the term and have applied their own views on what it means - from 
simply a relationship between physician and patient to a universal coverage scheme.  
 
“For many Kansans the term may be unfamiliar,” says Flint Hills Center for Public Policy Senior Fellow 
Matthew Hisrich, “and as such deserves a fuller explanation and ongoing discussion.”  
 
A new report released today by the Flint Hills Center for Public Policy, “Losing Focus: Medical Homes as a 
Distraction from the Goal of Consumer Empowerment,” is an effort to contribute to this explanation and 
discussion. The report includes a listing of key players promoting medical homes, examines the underlying 
logic behind the concept, and explores whether it supports or detracts from the important goal of consumer 
empowerment in health care. You can read the full report at www.flinthills.org. 
 
“Kansas policymakers should carefully weigh all the available information before introducing measures that 
may prove costly but ineffective or worse,” suggests Hisrich. 
 
 
The Flint Hills Center for Public Policy is an independent voice for sound public policy in Kansas. As a non-profit, 
nonpartisan think tank, the Center provides critical information about policy options to legislators and citizens. For 
more information, please visit our web site at www.flinthills.org or contact us at (316) 634-0218 or 
information@flinthills.org. 
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