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Spending and Achievement Numbers Raise Questions of  Schools 
Per-pupil spending up 33% after inflation since 1997, but scores are stagnant  
 
(WICHITA) – We often hear that if citizens want academic excellence, they’ve got to spend more on public 
schools. But a new report from the Flint Hills Center for Policy suggests that simply spending more hasn’t 
worked, and that money should follow the child. Read this policy paper, “K-12 Spending and Achievement 
in Kansas: 2007 Edition,” at www.flinthills.org. 
 
“It sounds obvious,” say John R. LaPlante, education policy fellow of the Wichita-based think tank. “It takes 
money to pay teachers and run schools. Give schools more money to operate, teachers will have better 
supplies, be more equipped, and more motivated—and student achievement will soar. But it hasn’t worked 
out that way.” 
 
The paper looks at spending and student achievement data going back to 1993. Since 1993, per-pupil 
funding has increased 93 percent, making K-12 government-run schools a $5.1 billion enterprise.  
 
Since 1998, Kansas has participated in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), also 
known as the Nation’s Report Card. Since that time, per-pupil spending has gone up 33 percent—after 
inflation. Yet progress on key measures of student learning are unsatisfactory. The high point for 
achievement has been improvements in fourth-grade mathematics scores, but even then, roughly 50 
percent of students are not proficient. More problematic, reading scores have been stagnant.   
 
“Kansans have placed a lot of trust in the model of government-knows-best,” says LaPlante. They keep 
giving more money to the schools, but little power to parents. Given the record of the last ten years, it’s 
time to give parents more power through enacting laws that enable truly independent charter schools and 
other means of school choice. It’s time to stop focusing on a one-size-for-all system and start letting 
families made decisions on their own.” 
 

#    #    # 
 
 
The Flint Hills Center for Public Policy is an independent voice for sound public policy in Kansas. As a non-profit, 
nonpartisan think tank, the Center provides critical information about policy options to legislators and citizens. For 
more information, please visit our web site at www.flinthills.org or contact us at (316) 634-0218 or 
information@flinthills.org. 
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