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Flint Hills Center Reviews I mportant Wor k of Senate Task Force
on Medicaid Reform

(WICHITA) — The Flint Hills Center for Public Policy tiay release&aying the Course: Medicaid Reformin
Kansas. The review calls attention to the recommendatiomisinvihe Task Force report that are most likely to
succeed as well as pointing out potentially less frurdasbmmendations and offering additional promising
avenues to explore. To download the full review, Vitip://www.flinthills.org

“The good work of the President’s Task Force deservéssardook,” said review author and Flint Hills
Consumer Driven Health Care Project director MatthBsvich. “Kansas legislators took on this task with the
understanding that reforming Medicaid is vital and urgenhatwemains is following through with those
recommendations that will best serve the citizenbisfdtate.”

The Flint Hills review arises in part out of the recoendations put forth by Stephen Moses of the Center for
Long Term Care in Washington and Michael Bond of the ®hamwed Buckeye Institute at a recent Flint Hills
Center Medicaid Reform Forum. Their extensive knowledd®w other states are responding to the
challenges we face in Kansas informs the recommemdaput forth irtaying the Course.

“These recommendations empower the consumer whileaame time reducing the tremendous economic
burden Medicaid places on taxpayers,” said Flint Hégi8r Advisor on Health Policy Dr. Richard Warner,
who assisted with the review.

The review’s suggestions for reform attempt to returnibéed to its original goal of providing care to the truly
needy. Recommendations include greater restrictionsaasato the program and stronger measures for asset
testing. As well, the review suggests promoting HealthrfggvAccounts and considering HSAs funded

through Medicaid. The review also urges that legislgitarse the cost of prescription drugs in the context of
the benefits they provide, recommends exploring thegreae of federal waivers, and encourages the use of
federal tax credits for the eligible uninsured.

The Consumer Driven Health Care Project of thet Hils Center addresses the issue of how
to contain inflation in the health care market, andhatsame time, preserve an individual ‘s ability to find
affordable and responsive care.
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The Flint Hills Center for Public Policy is an independent, not-for-profit, Wichita-based think tank dedicated to the constitutional
principles of limited government, open markets, and individual freedom and responsibility. Flint Hills is organized under IRS §
501(c)(3). For more information about Flint Hills,visit www. flinthills.org.



