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Adding Health Care to Your Shopping List: The Emerg  ence of In-
Store Clinics
Report suggests that private health care clinics can serve a much-needed purpose

(WICHITA) — Where can the uninsured go when he/she has a sore throat? Where can the working parent
go when their children need immunizations? Where can the individual go when he/she wakes up with a
sore throat on the weekend? The answer: around the corner at an in-store health care clinic.

“These health care clinics offer economical, convenient services that policymakers should encourage
rather than impede,” says Sarah Mclintosh, Vice President of Programs at the Flint Hills Center for Public
Policy, a Wichita-based think tank.

Clinics offer patients a convenient alternative to emergency room care and doctors’ office visits. They are
open extended hours including weekends and some holidays. The clinics offer basic services at a low
cost. By the end of 2008 there will be between 1,500 and 1,800 clinics across the United States. They
can be found in some Targets, Wal-Marts, Walgreens, and other stores. Wal-Mart has pledged to open
400 clinics by 2010. You can read the full report, “Adding Health Care to Your Shopping List: The
Emergence of In-Store Clinics,” at www.flinthills.org.

“Clinics can empower individuals to address their own health care needs, while alleviating some of
policymakers’ concerns, it's a win-win situation,” remarks Mclntosh.
# # #

The Flint Hills Center for Public Policy is an independent voice for sound public policy in Kansas. As a non-profit,
nonpartisan think tank, the Center provides critical information about policy options to legislators and citizens. For
more information, please visit our web site at www.flinthills.org or contact us at (316) 634-0218 or
information@flinthills.org.
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