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The Uninsured in Kansas

(WICHITA) — “Relative to both the national average and its neighboring states, Kansas is faring well in
terms of its total population of uninsured,” writes Matthew Hisrich, a Senior Fellow with the Flint Hills
Center for Public Policy. In his new policy brief, “The Uninsured in Kansas: An Update,” Hisrich discusses
the diversity of the uninsured population in Kansas and the options for policymakers in addressing the
concerns of those individuals.

Those who are uninsured in Kansas are diverse in their ages, healthiness, and wealth. Forty-five percent
of those who are uninsured in Kansas are without insurance for less than six months, typically because
they are between jobs. And more than fifty-six percent of the uninsured are between the ages of 18 and
34.

State policymakers have a variety of options for dealing with those who are uninsured in Kansas. Health
Savings Accounts (HSAs) offer a more affordable option for those without coverage. These HSAs when
combined with low-cost catastrophic coverage provide individuals more flexibility in coverage while
providing possible portability in coverage. Other reform options involve tax credits and the avoidance of
price setting.

The problem of uninsured Kansans can be effectively addressed by policy solutions that promote
consumer-driven alternatives. Hisrich writes that, “Policymakers should focus on reforms which remove
barriers that reduce access to coverage and offer and promote lower-cost options.”

# # #

The Flint Hills Center for Public Policy is an independent voice for sound public policy in Kansas. As a non-profit,
nonpartisan think tank, the Center provides critical information about policy options to legislators and citizens. For
more information, please visit our web site at www.flinthills.org or contact us at (316) 634-0218 or
information @flinthills.org.

We hope you enjoy receiving news releases from the Flint Hills Center, but if you would like to unsubscribe from our
emails, please reply or send an email to information@flinthills.org with “Remove” in the subject line.
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