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Do We Get Our Money’s Worth from Schools?
No relationship between spending and achievement; spending up 64 percent

(WICHITA) — As the new school year starts, taxpayers should be asking what they are getting from their
schools.

A new policy paper from the Flint Hills Center for Public Policy “K-12 Spending Performance in Kansas:
2006 Edition” examines taxpayer support for Kansas schools for the school years 1993-1994 through
2004-2005. It finds that while student enroliment has risen just over 1 percent, total spending on schools
has increased 64 percent. At the same time, an analysis of spending totals and achievement on a district-
by-district level shows no relationship between spending and achievement. Read more at
www.flinthills.org.

“Student enrollment across the state has barely budged,” says John R. LaPlante, education policy fellow of
the Wichita-based think tank and author of the report. “Yet we are halfway towards doubling the amount we
spend on schools. In the business world, that's called having low productivity, and a cause for thinking
outside the box. It's time to make some adjustments to how we spend public money on education.”

The report is a revised and expanded version of “Facts About Education Spending in Kansas,” a report
issued in 2005. The paper uses data compiled by the Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE). The
Comparative Performance & Fiscal Analysis, a tool added to the KSDE web site earlier this year, lets
researchers, lawmakers, and members of the public get a more detailed look at the spending and
performance of Kansas’s school districts. The Total Expenditures Report, another KSDE product, was also
used.

“We hear all the time that the major problem of schools today is that they don’t have enough money,” says
LaPlante. “Everyone appreciates that to run a school, you need some funds. But at some point, honest
observers must ask whether the money is being well spent. Is funding a system a goal in itself? Or are we
interested in seeing children learn, and getting the most of our tax dollars. If it's the latter, we ought to
decrease the power of districts in the system and increase the power of students and their parents. After
all, it's their education we have in mind.”

# # #

The Flint Hills Center for Public Policy is an independent voice for sound public policy in Kansas. As a non-profit,
nonpartisan think tank, the Center provides critical information about policy options to legislators and citizens. For
more information, please visit our web site at www.flinthills.org or contact us at inquiries@flinthills.org or (316) 634-
0218.
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